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only just in time to prevent the artilleryman from dis-
charging the cannon.
The salute was fired, partly to do honour to our
victory, partly to announce the fact of it to the natives.
So far as the latter object was concerned, we might as
well have spared our powder. The people of the city did
not believe that we had really taken Delhi; that is, they .
did not believe the story till some days later, when they
were informed of it by their own correspondents. The
villagers remained incredulous for several weeks, and
their incredulity was shared even by some of, the rural
potentates.                                                                   ^
The Rajah of Dholpore resided about thirty miles off,
on the banks of the river Chumbal. He was sitting on
his terrace with his court and ministers, when there came
the sound of cannon from the direction of Agra. The
sound made the Eajah a little anxiotis-^he dispatched
a messenger to learn what it meant. The messenger
hasted, and returned with the information that the English
in the fort had been firing guns in honour of the fall of
Delhi. The Eajah laughed, and said that that sort of
device would not impose on him.
In the more distant parts of India it was months
before the fall of Delhi was accepted as an accomplished
fact.
In the meanwhile, we in the fort were very cheerful,
very exultant. To our cheerfulness other causes besides
oiir successes contributed. The cold weather had set in,
and with its arrival the plague of flies had departed.
These horrible pests left as suddenly as they had appeared.
One week we noticed that they were fewer, the next week
they were gone.
The capture of Delhi was not completed till several
days after our troops had entered it. Our troops had